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DENISE  DALY  WALTON 

BSc (Hons), MSc, MIEEM, MLI, CEnv

Chartered Environmentalist &Landscape Ecologist

Brief Biography

Farmer, Landscape Ecologist and Chartered Environmentalist,  Denise lives in the Scottish Borders. Irish by nationality,  Denise was born and bought up in Central Africa.  She studied horticulture in her native Ireland followed by degrees (to post-graduate level), in  Environmental Science and Landscape Ecology at the University of London. She is actively involved as a partner  in a farm business, in particular developing and managing the diversification enterprises.  A keen botanist and horsewoman, much  of Denise's time is spent out of doors.  Acutely aware of the need for a 'peopled countryside' as the basis for a sustainable rural economy in which environmental assets can be effectively managed and realised, she co-founded the Borders Foundation for Rural Sustainability of which she is currently Managing Director.  Denise  runs her own environmental advisory practice.
Qualifications

M Sc Landscape Ecology, Design & Maintenance (London)

B Sc (Hons) Environmental Science (with Landscape Design and Applied Plant Ecology) (London)

National Diploma in Amenity Horticulture (National Botanic Gardens, Dublin)

Professional Institutions & Organisations

Institute of Ecologists and Environmental Managers (full member)

Landscape Institute, member (management division)

Society for the Environment (full member)

British Ecological Society

Landscape Research Group

European Forum for Nature Conservation & Pastoralism

Professional Experience
Project design, proposal, management, delivery and presentation (land-based subjects)

Project assessment (land-based subjects)

Public inquiry expert witness on landscape, landuse and ecology

Lecturer in ecology,  nature conservation, landuse and rural sustainability

Principal founder and managing director of a sustainable development  NGO (BFRS)

Landscape and ecological assessment involving data collection, collation and analysis

Landscape and ecological project management for Environmental Assessments

Ecological monitoring and restoration 

Rural and Landuse policy advice

Press conference and seminar organisation 

Media presentation

Commercial business partner (Farm business including farm diversification & marketing)

Projects Current & Ongoing
· Scottish Borders James Hutton Trial: initiation, implementation and ongoing management 

· East Berwickshire Bioenergy Group: initiation and management

· Direct retailing and primary food production in the Scottish Borders – The potential for co-ordination and co-operation –  leading to the formation of the Borders Food Network - Joint project with NFU Scotland

· Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainable Appraisal of Berwick Borough Council’s  Core Planning Policies

Civic and Rural Policy Activities

· Director (Managing), The Borders Foundation for Rural Sustainability

· Scottish Enterprise Rural Leadership Programme; successful candidate 2007 

· Scottish Enterprise Borders: Member Landbased Advisory Committee

· Scottish Borders Council: Member of New Ways Working Countryside Group; Member of Sustainable Energy Forum;  Member of Rural Development Strategy Group 

· Member Merse Agricultural Discussion Society

· Policy Group member Scottish Countryside Alliance (incl Scottish Food Fortnight)

· Vice-chair (previous Chair) Berwickshire Group Scottish Wildlife Trust

· Previous trustee Borders Forest Trust; Council member SWT 

Media, Seminar  & Conference Presentations

Discussant ‘Stakeholder participation in the strategic management of upland landscapes’. RELU /LARCI / NRN Conference 2007

Farm tourism & Environmental interpretation  Designed and lead this training course for farm businesses.  Natural England 2007

‘Native is best – the agro-ecological benefits of using native farm breeds’:  The Terra Madre Conference, Turin 2006

‘We must sacrifice some green and pleasant land for more down-to-earth purposes’ Radio 4 Straw-poll debate – Opposing the motion and won  !  (2004)

‘People: the key to Nature Based Tourism’:  Southern Uplands Partnership, NBT Seminar (2004)

 ‘Land-based Communities and Rural Development’ Building Vibrant Communities together, Scottish Borders Rural Partnership Conference, Workshop Seminar (2003)

‘Landuse Change and Rural Communities’ Connecting Communities conference The Scottish Countryside Alliance (2003)

 ‘Integrated Rural Capital and Services’ Real Lives: the Route to Full Rural Employment; joint seminar Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology (UKC) and the Countryside Alliance (2002)

 ‘Farm diversification and Countryside Management’ Annual Conference the Institute of Ecologists and Environmental Managers (2000)

 ‘Biodiversity, Sustainability & Employment’  Scottish Biodiversity Group (Agriculture Working Group) Seminar (2000)

‘Landscape Assessment and Planning in N.Northumberland’  Berwick Borough Council seminar(1994)

Selection of Previous Projects  

· Farm Venture Groups; project design, initiation and facilitation (BFRS / SEB)
· Nature-base Tourism audit and market clustering Scottish Borders, Dumfries & Galloway Southern Uplands Partnership
· Sustainable landuse options for Heather Moorland – project management including devising the brief  Upland Funding Group
· Rural policy development The Rural Regeneration Unit
· Localising the Food Chain; Regional Benefits of Accessiblity; scoping study for Scottish Enterprise Borders
· Integrated rural development  - evidence to the Rural Development Committee of the Scottish Parliament including  promotion and development of Scottish rural development fora  BFRS
· Initiated and supervised countryside resource audit of the Scottish Borders  (3 year project-including fund raising from public and private sources, writing consultants brief, appointment of consultants, all media and output management including seminars) BFRS

· Otterburn Range targeted ecological assessments  Ministry of Defence
· Lecturer in ecology, rural sustainability, nature conservation, wildlife management (9 years, part-time) Borders College  

· Ecological assessment Corstorphine Hill, Edinburgh East of Scotland Water
· Ecological assessment & restoration of the Kelso Anna (River Tweed) Private Client

· Monitoring (vegetation-NVC, invertebrates & birds) of  mining  impact on semi-natural woodland, Durham, Landscape assessment and restoration design of community woodland Cutacre  (300ha), Bolton. Landscape and Ecological Assessments & Restoration design: Northumberland, Durham, Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Ayrshire. Expert Witness at several  public inquiries on landscape and ecological factors; grassland translocation Derbyshire R J Budge Mining / UK Coal
· Vegetation Assessment and analysis, habitat creation and restoration of derelict munitions site (200ha) Bogside ICI & Ayrshire District Council
· NVC Maritime Grassland Survey Berwickshire Coast. SNH
· Northumberland National Park habitats survey (Phase 1) NNPA/English Nature
· Northumberland Coast and Coastal Plain habitats survey (Ph 1 and NVC)

· Independent Project Auditor Millenium Forest for Scotland
· Regional Energy Feasibility Study - Landscape Assessments of selected Borders Areas, Landscape and Ecological Implications of Wind Farms & Biomass Locations Scottish Enterprise Borders & Scottish Borders Council:
· Arable Energy Coppice Landscape & Ecological Feasibility Study, Scottish Borders Border Biofuels
· Forest Energy Landscape & Ecology Feasibility Studies ETSU & the Forest of Mercia 
· Landscape Assessment: N Northumberland Berwick upon Tweed Borough Council
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